Appendix B

EASY ACCESS ROUTES
1. There are 56 Easy Access sites remaining (April 2015), as shown in the table displaying HLS sites
suitable for wheelchairs. Both the LAFs and Natural England recognise the lack of opportunities
for the disabled to access the countryside. It is therefore essential that funding is found,
possibly from Public Health England to continue to provide good quality permissive “easy
access” routes in the countryside. It is important that funding is provided to every Highway
Authority for permissive access, again the pot should be split amongst the Highway Authorities
in accordance to area (square miles).
2. Whilst the aim is to obtain funding for permissive access in stewardship schemes, there is a
current example of funding being provided where the route is adjacent to a childrens hospice,
this is land which is in a HLS scheme. It is considered that if there is farmland adjacent to a
similar establishment and the owner/farmer is prepared to provide a suitable route, funding
would be considered, even if the land was not in a stewardship scheme.
3. All highway authorities, even the smallest in terms or area should be provided with a reasonable
sum of money to enable them to create an easy access permissive route of at least 1000 metres.
The easy access site permissive agreement should run for 10 years . The route literature
provided for these routes should be in accordance with Countryside for All standards. The LAFs
should be responsible for awarding permissive route status. The Highway authority should assist
in promoting the routes. DEFRA/Natural England should make the payments to the
farmers/landowners for these routes.
HLS SITES SUITABLE FOR WHEELCHAIRS
Number of | Number of YEAR GRANT SUBSIDY ENDS
Sites in Sites in
Location 2012 2013 2013 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020
Bath & NE Somerset 0 0
Bedfordshire 0 0
Berkshire 0 0
Buckinghamshire 0 0
Cambridgeshire 0 0
Cheshire 3 3 1 2
City of Bristol 0 0
Cleveland 0 0
Cornwall 1 1 1
Cumbria 6 5 1 1 2 1
Derbyshire 0 0
Devon 4 3 1 1 1
Dorset 0 0
Durham 4 3 2 1
East Riding 0 0
East Sussex 1 1 1
Essex * 1 1 1
Gloucestershire 0 0
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Greater Manchester

Hampshire

Herefordshire

Hertfordshire

Isle of Wight

Isle of Scilly

Kent

Lancashire

Leicestershire & Rutland

Lincolnshire

London

Merseyside

Norfolk

North Somerset

North Yorkshire

Northamptonshire

Northumberland

Nottinghamshire

Oxfordshire

Shropshire

Somerset

South Gloucestershire

South Yorkshire

Staffordshire
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Suffolk

Surrey

Tyne & Wear

Warwickshire

West Midlands

West Sussex

West Yorkshire

Wiltshire

Worcestershire
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* Essex previously had a site categorised incorrectly in 2012




